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Triad woman snagged in Homeland
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Nathan and Sara Lenna
Sara Lenna planned to pass out Halloween candy last week at the new home she shared with her

husband in southwest Greensboro.

Instead, she sat in a federal detention center in southwest Georgia, awaiting deportation to her native
Peru.

Despite her four-year marriage to a U.S. citizen, her job as a medical assistant with Eagle Family
Medicine and the fact that she had a valid Social Security number and had paid taxes for years.

A federal immigration crackdown intended to help fight terrorism after the Sept. 11 attacks instead
shagged Lenna.

Since Oct. 5, when federal Homeland Security agents intercepted Lenna in her workplace parking lot,
handcuffed her and drove her away in an unmarked car, life has been nothing short of hell, she said.

"l just want this to be over," Lenna, 29, said in a telephone interview Wednesday from a detention

center in Georgia, where she arrived recently after being shuffled between two county jails in North
Carolina.

Her husband, Nathan, 30, writes letters to whoever might read them, trying to call attention to his wife's
plight.

"It breaks my heart every single second of every day," he said. "My wife is a beautiful, sweet, innocent
woman. | just don't understand it."
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